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during sixteen years of that time the country was
at war with the Huguenots, or with foreign states.
During the eighteen years of Mazarin's administra-
tion, peace was almost unknown. The war with
Spain began long before he became minister, and
ended only a little more than a year before his
death, and during five years of his administration
the evils of civil war still further aggravated the
situation. After Mazarin's death Louis XIV. as-
sumed the burdens of State, and the country was at
war for more than one-half of the sixty-four remain-
ing years of his reign. During the century follow-
ing the death of Henry IV. the country was either
engaged in hostilities with foreign powers, or dis-
tracted by internal insurrection during more than
seventy years.

The population increased somewhat, and un-
doubtedly the nation's resources were larger at the
end of the seventeenth century than at its beginning,
but the rapid increase of wealth, to which we have
become accustomed in this century, was then un-
known. Taxation increased out of proportion to
the growth of national wealth. There can be no
doubt that under Richelieu's administration, and
during the closing years of Louis XIV/s reign, the
tax-gatherer took a larger percentage of the nation's
earnings than in the days of Henry IV.

It is desirable that comfort should be generally
diffused and that wealth should increase, yet the
accumulation of money is not" the sole object of
national, any more than of individual existence.
Richelieu had other ideals; he wished France to beighteen years, andbeden he was killed at the siege of Orbitello. His his testament ami the Loire became
